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“CONSECRATION” IN SACRED SCRIPTURE 

Methodological Approximations and Thematic Focuses:
Outlines for a debate

ABSTRACT

This is not a biblical study on the theme of 'consecration'. The author aims to give a 
personal interpretation and some brief reflection pints which might help in the rethinking about 
the issue. Therefore, some 'openings' for reflection are being provided to stimulate or to keep 
the debate on the theme going. 

For a semantic-lexical approach: some fundamental coordinates

Without going into much technical details regarding the biblical lexicon of 'consecration', 
we may, nevertheless, highlight some basic data, starting from the emblematic text. Moses' 
vocation, at least as an approach of a general character. 

From the foundation narratives of Exodus, the encounter between the human being and 
God (YHWY) is marked by the clash between human fragility and divine holiness. And yet, this 
takes place according to a paradox dimension, because the creature, at the same time,  finds 
itself attracted toward the orbit of transcendence. Moses approaches the burning bush, but then 
God orders him to stop and to remove the sandals from his feet, because that was «holy land». 
The presence of YHWH has 'consecrated' that place; it will be on that same sacred place that 
Israel, once led out of Egypt, will be called to go up the «mount of God, Horeb» to  worship  (cf 
Ex 3, 12). 

The One who is the Saint by definition, took the initiative to bind himself with an 
covenant to a specific People; he puts upon this People his holiness and thus make it a «special 
People», his personal heritage. Therefore, consecration/sanctification is a act of grace and 
communion which transforms both partners: YHWH becomes the «Saint of Israel», whereas 
Israel becomes «a People consecrated to the Lord». a People of consecrated prophets, a sign of 
God's holiness itself. This dynamism gives rise to all the definitions of sacredness in Israel, till 
the appearance of the «Saint (of God)», the «Consecrated» par excellence, who sums them up: 
Jesus the 'Christ' (the Anointed), is sent by the Father so that all may become consecrated in 
Him (cf Jn 10:36; 17:19), «a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation».
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For an Integral Approach: toward a biblical theology of ‘consecration’ between the One and 
the Other Testament 

In the current official and non-official theological-biblical reflection on 'consecration', we 
need to note that sometimes it seems that Revelation is looked at without keeping in mind that 
both Testaments are linked together. When this is done, one speaks on 'consecration' and 
Consecrated Life by referring to some selected Scripture texts. Indeed, between the Old and the 
New Testament there exists an inseparable relationship, and if this is not taken into 
consideration, we would have an impoverished understanding of what 'consecration' is all 
about.  

For a dynamic approach: from figures to the Fulfillment

The French Jesuit Paul Beauchanp holds that the theme of 'consecration' must not be 
taken up as a crystallized Christological model  and presented as the starting point.  On the 
contrary, it must be presented as a journey, as a structural tension which from the Old and New 
Testament figures arrives to contemplate the Fulfillment, the Christ event, the mystery of his 
death and Resurrection.

The state of 'consecration' that belongs to Consecrated Life may be seen in this dynamic 
perspective if it is understood as a specific 'figure' in tension toward its fulfillment, who makes 
it present, and, at the same time, indicates as télos toward which everything tends; the 
consecration of the Son (and of the sons and daughters) to the Father, of the creature to the 
Creator. 

In this vision, the three vows then become a true journey of humanization.  The state of 
‘consecration’ becomes the expression of the structural and permanent tension between the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, between the figure and the Fulfillment. Then, poverty can 
be fully understood only by starting with the blessing of wealth; chastity with the blessing of 
nuptial fecundity; obedience with the blessing of listening as discernment between true and 
false prophecy, that is, as discernment of the word of life of which the human subject is the 
protagonist.  

For a synthetic approach: consecration as "election"

Among the various semantic correlations called to support the concept of ‘consecration’, 
the one that I deem has the most significant value of the synthesis is ‘election’. The theological-
biblical category of election returns again and again, as a figure, every time that God "chooses, 
elects, consecrates, reserves to Himself" someone compared to another or to others, or a group 
with respect to the multitude.
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Instead of worrying about filing inequalities, this revealing dynamic is configured as a 
real divine "hazard", because it exalts (and often exasperates) differences.

The chosen one, elevated in an absolutely gratuitous way to a relationship of mutual and 
exclusive alliance with God, is made bearer of a blessing destined in reality to all the others. 
Because others also understand that the loving lowering of God towards man, who of himself 
could not claim any right, is completely gratuitous. In this perspective ‘consecration-election’ 
is an original act and only apparently arbitrary, which has as its subject the absolute freedom of 
God. It is not the person who ‘consecrates’ self to God, but it is God who from all eternity 
reserves someone for Himself and sends them to others with a specific mission: make everyone 
discover their original ‘consecration’.  The human act of consecration as an offering of oneself to 
God is thus configured as the discovery in the today of this eternal belonging, to which free and 
conscious assent is given.

For a multidimensional approach: prophecy as a paradigm category

Being consecrated, as we have just pointed out, means in fact destined for a symbolic-
prophetic function. Precisely the prophetic paradigm that can be deduced from the study of 
biblical prophecy can help us re-read every baptismal call as aimed at highlighting the unique 
mystery of Christ.  From there comes a particular re-reading of the meaning of ‘consecrated life’ 
as a specific state of life, that is not to be seen as an isolated reality, but as a particular way, 
inter-related with other ecclesial vocations in which one is called to fulfill one’s own 
conformation to Christ the Lord in the Spirit and for the glory of God the Father.

According to the biblical perspective, one can speak in Israel of ‘consecration’ according 
to different levels or symbolic dimensions and with multiple references.  The entire Israel is 
consecrated to God (Cf. for example Dt 7: 6), but among the people, other persons (even 
animals, objects, spaces, and particular times) are made the object of specific consecrations, with 
different symbolic references:  only to remain in the area of persons, think of the first-born, the 
priests, the Levites, the kings, the prophets, the figure of the Servant of YHWH.  We can apply 
this ‘multi-dimensional’ criterion to the category of ‘prophet’,  in the same way the definition of 
‘consecration’ can be extended, considering the peculiarity of CL (in the reciprocal relationship 
with other dimensions of ‘consecration’), to that of being with its proprium figure and living 
memory, for the advantage of all the other vocations, of the common belonging of a people of 
‘consecrated’ persons.


